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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . No claim for priority has been made in this application. 

2. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in 
this application is 1/31/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 - 5, 7, 9 - 17, 27 - 30, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Han (Patent Number: US 6668081 B1), hereinafter referred to as 
Man. 

4. As per claims 1 and 12, Nan teaches a method for permitting access to an 
electronic system, comprising: 

a. receiving at least a first and second signal, wherein each signal indicates a state 
change of a corresponding switch, wherein each state change is in response to a 
selector being urged in a particular direction (Han: see for example, Column 1 Line 49 - 
59 and Figure 2B: The touchpad pointing device captures the signals from a group of 
pressure sensitive switches as the finger urged in a particular direction). 
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b. said electronic system comparing each signal with a group of predetermined 
signals and a direction associated with each signal of said group of predetermined 
signals (Man: see for example, Column 1 Line 49 - 59 and Figure 2B: The touchpad 
pointing device captures the signals from a group of pressure sensitive switches as the 
finger urged in a particular direction); and 

c. permitting access to an operating mode of said electronic system when said 
comparing action determines that each signal accords with said group of predetermined 
signals and said direction associated with each signal of said group of predetermined 
signals (Man: see for example, Column 1 Line 10 - 12 and Column 4 Line 7 - 9). 

5. As per claims 27 and 30, llan teaches a method for permitting access to a 
computing device, comprising: 

a. receiving signals from a touchpad, said signals representing the movements of a 
user's finger tracing a pattern on said touchpad (llan: see for example, Column 1 Line 
49 - 59 and Figure 2B), 

b. comparing said signals with at least one group of predetermined signals 
associated with movements of said user's finger tracing said pattern on said touchpad 
(llan: see for example, Column 1 Line 49 - 59 and Figure 2B); and 

c. permitting access to an operating mode of said computing device when said 
comparing action determines that said signals representing movements of said user's 
finger tracing a pattern on said touchpad accords with said at least one group of 
predetermined signals associated with movements of said user's finger tracing said 
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pattern on said touchpad (Nan: see for example, Column 1 Line 10-12 and Column 4 
Line 7 -9). 

6. As per claim 2, Man teaches the claimed invention as described above (see claim 
1 ). Man further teaches electronic system is a computing device (Han: see for example, 
Column 2 Line 59 - 60). 

7. As per claims 3 and 14, Nan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claim 2 and 12 respectively). Ilan further teaches selector is located on a cover of 
said computing device (Ilan: see for example, Figure 2B: Ilan discloses the security 
device can be attached to the chassis through an external wire connection. It would 
have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the Ilan reference by placing 
the selector on top of the cover when the cover is closed). 

8. As per claims 4, 15, 29, and 33, Ilan teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 2, 12, 28 and 30 respectively). Ilan further teaches selector is located 
proximate to a keyboard of said laptop computer (Ilan: see for example, Figure 2A). 

9. As per claim 5, Ilan teaches the claimed invention as described above (see claim 
4). Ilan further teaches first and second signals are generated using directional arrow 
keys which are proximate to a key board of said laptop computer (Ilan: see for example, 
Figure 1: Touchpad pointing device is qualified to work as directional arrow keys with 
the finger movement pressing (or urging) toward the edges of four different sides). 

10. As per claims 7 and 13, Ilan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claim 1 and 12 respectively). Ilan further teaches selector is located on an external 
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device, and wherein said external device is coupled to said electronic system through 
an input to said electronic system (llan: see for example, Figure 2B). 

11. As per claim 9, llan teaches the claimed invention as described above (see claim 
1). llan further teaches said electronic system is a portable messaging device, and said 
selector is located on a housing of said portable messaging device (llan: see for 
example, Column 3 Line 35). 

12. As per claim 10, and 16, llan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claim 1 and 15 respectively), llan further teaches said first and second signals are 
generated by way of said selector being urged in substantially orthogonal directions 
(llan: see for example, Figure 1 : Touchpad pointing device is qualified to work as 
directional arrow keys with the finger movement pressing (or urging) toward the edges 
of four different sides). 

13. As per claim 11 and 17, llan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claim 1 and 12). llan further teaches said first and second signals are generated 
by way of said selector being urged in substantially opposite directions (llan: see for 
example, Figure 1: Touchpad pointing device is qualified to work as directional arrow 
keys with the finger movement pressing (or urging) toward the edges of four different 
sides). 

14. As per claim 28 and 32, llan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claim 27 and 30). llan further teaches said computing device is a laptop computer 
(llan: see for example, Column 3 Line 35). 



Application/Control Number: 09/773,407 
Art Unit: 2131 



Page 6 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought io be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 18, 19, and 21 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Man (Patent Number: US 6668081 B1), hereinafter referred to as Nan, 
in view of Pirdy (Patent Number: 6151218), hereinafter referred to as Pirdy. 

16. As per claim 18, Mian teaches In a portable computer, a method of permitting said 
portable computer to be removed from a docking station, comprising: 

a. receiving a first signal which conveys that a selector has been urged toward a 
first direction (Man: see for example, Column 1 Line 49 - 59 and Figure 2B: The 
touchpad pointing device captures the signals from a group of pressure sensitive 
switches as the finger urged in a particular direction); 

b. receiving a second signal which conveys that said selector has been urged along 
a second direction, said second direction being different from said first direction (lian: 
see for example, Column 1 Line 49 - 59 and Figure 2B: The touchpad pointing device 
captures the signals from a group of pressure sensitive switches as the finger urged in a 
particular direction); 
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c. comparing said first and second signals with a predetermined sequence of 
signals, each signal of said predetermined sequence of signal being associated with a 
particular direction (llan: see for example, Column 1 Line 10-12 and Column 4 Line 7 
-9); and 

1 7. llan does not teach permitting undocking of said portable computer when said 
comparing action determines that said first and second signals accord with said 
predetermined sequence of signals. 

18. Pirdy teaches: 

d. permitting undocking of said portable computer when said comparing action 
determines that said first and second signals accord with said predetermined sequence 
of signals (Pirdy: see for example, Column 2 Line 4-12 and Column 2 Line 26 - 31 ). 

1 9. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Pirdy within the system of llan because 
(a) Pirdy teaches undocking of a portable computer by receiving the proper password, 
and (b) llan teaches the password entry can be replaced by a recognizable input pattern 
through a touchpad pointing device (llan: see for example, Column 1 Line 10-12 and 
Column 4 Line 7-9). 

20. As per claim 19, llan as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). llan as modified further teaches selector is located on an external 
device, and wherein said external device is coupled to said electronic system through 
an input to said electronic system (llan: see for example, Figure 2B). 
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21 . As per claim 21 , Nan as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). Nan as modified further teaches selector is located on a cover of 
said computing device (Nan: see for example, Figure 2B: Nan discloses the security 
device can be attached to the chassis through an external wire connection. It would 
have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the Nan reference by placing 
the selector on top of the cover when the cover is closed). 

22. As per claim 22, Man as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). Man as modified further teaches selector is located proximate to a 
keyboard of said laptop computer (Man: see for example, Figure 2A). 

23. As per claim 23, llan as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). llan as modified further teaches said first and second signals are 
generated by way of said selector being urged in substantially orthogonal directions 
(llan: see for example, Figure 1: Touchpad pointing device is qualified to work as 
directional arrow keys with the finger movement pressing (or urging) toward the edges 
of four different sides). 

24. As per claim 24, llan as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). llan as modified further teaches said first and second signals are 
generated by way of said selector being urged in substantially opposite directions (llan: 
see for example, Figure 1 : Touchpad pointing device is qualified to work as directional 
arrow keys with the finger movement pressing (or urging) toward the edges of four 
different sides). 
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25. As per claim 25, Man as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). Nan as modified further teaches said permitting action includes 
said portable computer releasing a retaining device (Pirdy: see for example, Column 2 
Line 26-31). 

26. As per claim 26, Han as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). Ilan as modified further teaches said permitting action includes a 
docking station releasing a retaining device which is used to retain said portable 
computer (Pirdy: see for example, Column 2 Line 26 - 31 ). 

27. Claims 6, 8 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ilan (Patent Number: US 6668081 B1 ), hereinafter referred to as Ilan, in view of 
Lambert (Patent Number: US 6193153 B1), hereinafter referred to as Lambert. 

28. As per claims 6 and 31 , Ilan teaches the claimed invention as described above 
(see claims 2 and 30 respectively). Ilan teaches providing security to the computer 
through touchpad pointing device. Ilan does not expressly teach permitting action 
further comprises allowing a user to access a protected file. 

29. Lamber teaches: 

30. permitting action further comprises allowing a user to access a protected file 
(Lambert: see for example, Column 3 Line 20 - 24). 

31 . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Lambert within the system of Ilan 
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because Lambert teaches not only a security method through user input pattern 
recognition but also extending the security coverage. 

32. As per claim 8, Man as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 7). Han as modified further teaches input to said electronic system is 
by way of a wireless interface (Lambert: see for example, Column 6 Line 41 ). 

33. Same rationale of combination applies herein as above in rejecting the claim 6. 
34. 

35. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Han 
(Patent Number: US 6668081 B1 ), hereinafter referred to as Han, in view of Pirdy 
(Patent Number: 6151218), hereinafter referred to as Pirdy and in view of Wilson 
(Patent Number: 5901934), hereinafter referred to as Wilson. 

36. As per claim 20, Nan as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 18). Illan as modified does not teach said selector is located on a 
retractable surface which emanates from the case of said portable computer. 

37. Wilson teaches said selector is located on a retractable surface which emanates 
from the case of said portable computer (Wilson: see for example, Column 1 Line 42 - 
45, Column 1 Line 49 - 51 and Column 2 Line 40 - 44). 

38. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Wilson within the system of Han as 
modified because Wilson discloses manufacturers and designers of portable computers 
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have addresses the need to include a pointing device by including built-in touchpad by 
using retractable surface techniques on a portable computer (Wilson: see for example, 
Column 1 Line 42 - 45). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 703-305-0710. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Longbit Chai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 
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